
DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF SACRAMENTO COUNTY 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

 

 

4/13/2017 – Curtis Hall, Sacramento 

 

RESOLUTION 2017-12 

The Abandonment of Uranium Mines 

 

WHEREAS, The California Democratic Party recognizes the sovereignty of indigenous nations and supports the 

federal laws regarding treaty rights and is working to establish a relationship with indigenous governments, and 

the legislatures of California value the environment as part of a historical, cultural, and economic value to all 

people and future generations, including National Parks, Wilderness and Conservation areas, Sacred Places, bodies 

of water, and watersheds; and 

 

WHEREAS, Uranium production has occurred throughout the western U.S., including the state of California, prior to 

the existence of laws or regulations requiring clean-up of mines and mine wastes leaving thousands of “Abandoned 

Uranium Mines”, which remain unreclaimed today, continue to contaminate land, air, and water with heavy metals, 

elevated levels of radioactivity, and past and current uranium mining, transport, and processing disproportionately 

occur on indigenous lands damaging the environment, water resources, and integrity of Sacred Sites; and 

 

WHEREAS, Abandoned Uranium Mines create undue risk of exposure to elevated levels of radioactivity by the public 

population which lead to serious health effects, often passed on genetically to future generations, including but not 

limited to various cancers, kidney disease, autoimmune disease, and birth defects, and unreclaimed Abandoned 

Uranium Mines and mills transmit uranium off site or into groundwater via wind, water cycle contaminating 

sources of fresh water, drinking water, such as underground aquifers and watersheds, and there is current and 

ongoing uranium mining, uranium processing, and proposals for new mines within the Colorado Plateau that will 

exacerbate existing radioactive waste, contamination, and negative health impacts, including uranium mining near 

the Grand Canyon, and there is no federal or state law enforcing cleanup of all Abandoned Uranium Mines, no 

designated safe place to put mine waste, creating thousands of radioactive waste sites across the United States; 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The California Democratic Party calls upon the Congress to create enforceable laws, 

adequate funding to clean up Abandoned Uranium Mines, lands and bodies of waters contaminated by Abandoned 

Uranium Mines, protect the environment & public health from new uranium mining, by enforcing stricter cleanup 

regulations limiting the amount of uranium mines & production for either weapons or electrical power generation. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be transmitted to all members of the California Democratic 

Congressional Delegation. 

 

Sponsor(s): Desirée Rojas, Assembly District 4 Delegate 


